In the Claims 

1-7 (cancelled) 

8. (new) A hydraulic accumulator, comprising: 

an accumulator housing extending along a longitudinal axis and having a gas side, a fluid 
side and a side wall; 

a piston being movable in said housing along said longitudinal axis, separating said gas 
side and said fluid side, and having an annular groove on a periphery thereof and a reduced 
outside diameter section extending from said annular groove at an end of said piston adjacent 
said fluid side; 

first and second guide elements on said periphery of said piston interacting with said side 
wall of said housing and located adjacent said gas side and said fluid side, respectively, said 
second guide element being a guide belt with a dirt stripper lip extending at least approximately 
to an end of said piston and with a plain compression ring sitting in said annular groove, said dirt 
stripper up lengthening a radially outside surface of said guide belt on one axial end thereof in an 
axial direction, tapering toward a free end thereof at a 10° angle relative to said longitudinal axis 
and extending over said reduced outside diameter section, said compression ring being 
rectangular in transverse cross-section, said dirt stripper lip having a root adjacent said 
compression ring with a thickness less than one-half a radial thickness of said compression ring; 

at least one sealing element offset in an axial direction on said periphery of said piston 
from said gas side and being spaced from and between said guide elements; 
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a pressure equalization channel opening on said periphery of said piston between said 
second guide element and said sealing element, opening on an axial end of said piston on said 
fluid side, and providing fluid communication therebetween; and 

a device in said equalization channel reducing a cross-sectional area thereof. 

9. (new) A hydraulic accumulator according to claim 8 wherein 

said device acts as a particle filter by dramatically or substantially reducing said cross 
section of said pressure equalization channel. 

10. (new) A hydraulic accumulator according to claim 9 wherein 
said device is a choke. 

1 1 . (new) A hydraulic accumulator according to claim 10 wherein 
said choke has a nozzle. 

12. (new) A hydraulic accumulator according to claim 1 1 wherein 

said nozzle is adjacent a piston side at said fluid side, and is inserted into a mouth of said 
pressure equalization channel. 

13. (new) A hydraulic accumulator according to claim 10 wherein 
said choke is a porous filter element. 
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14. (new) A hydraulic accumulator according to claim 8 wherein 

said compression ring and said dirt stripper lip are integrally formed of elastic material. 
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